PARLIAMENTARY   REPUBLIC

monarchist majority had meant to give it as much effective power
as the Chamber, so as to prevent a republican Chamber from
assuming the preponderance. It had given the president of
the Republic the right to nominate the ministers, but had not
decided how far he could actually make use of this power. In 1849,
with analogous powers, Louis Napoleon had chosen ministers
at his own will and established a personal government.
The Senate, elected by the delegates of the municipal councils,
one for each commune, had a small monarchist majority.
MacMahon, himself a royalist, was controlled by royalist ad-
visers; he dismissed the republican ministry, chose monarchist
ministers, and obtained the sanction of the Senate for dissolving
the Chamber.

The definitive system of government was not established till
after a violent conflict known as 'the i6th of May' (1877), between
the coalition of conservative groups of the right and that of
republican groups of the left. The success of the coalition of the
left at the elections of 1877 decided matters in favour of the adop-
tion of parliamentary government; it was admitted that the presi-
dent might choose none but a ministry accepted by the majority
in the Chamber, and that the ministers were to resign so soon as
they had only a minority in the Chamber. The effective power
of the Senate is still a matter of controversy, but in practice it is
not the Senate that overthrows the ministry. The expedient of
dissolving the Chamber, discredited by the precedent of 1877,
has never been repeated; as in other republics - Switzerland and
the United States - the Chamber has always sat for its full period,
contrary to the English usage, which has been followed by the
monarchical states.

This practice has had as its result the indirect restoration of
the sovereignty of the people. The real power is in the hands of
the Ministry, which has at its disposal the irresistible force of a
centralized government, for it appoints all officials, has control of
the army and the police, and iframes the budget and laws. By
a mere 'interpellation', followed by an ordn du jour motivt, the
Chamber has power to overthrow the ministry;1 so that the
ministry depends upon the deputies, who themselves depend upon

1 An interpellation is a challenge to the ministry on some point of policy, and an
ordre du jour motivt corresponds roughly to moving a vote of censure.
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